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More than ten years after the emergence of the tondo in his work, and the
creation of some thirty works in the years 2010/2012, the circular form has
again recently imposed itself on artist Dan Barichasse in his Paris studio in the
former Chaptal factory in Montreuil.

Initself, the circle is an absolute, perfect form, an absolute culmination.

In this roundness that intensifies the movements of the material ina
vertiginous circularity, where form and substance are in perfect harmony, a
sensuality, a spirituality, a limpidity, an infinite movement all come to the fore.

In turn, Dan Barichasse conjures up the
elements Earth, Air, Water, Fire, Breath and
Void, freed from any prior structure, and
unfurling in greater freedom, replaying the
formation of matter, the passage from chaos
to an organized universe. In a systematic
search for the origins of life, the painter
seems intent on drawing the cosmic invisible.

With multiple layers and drippings of inks and singular emulsions
superimposed on his dizzying 130 cm-diameter tondos, Dan Barichasse,

like analchemist, plunges us into the microcosm as much as the macrocosm,
reminding us that we are as much atom as stardust. All his works are largely
inspired by his assiduous and inspiring reading of countless biblical and ancient
texts, often poetic.

[tisatrue embodiment of abstraction. Critic Christian Noorbergen speaks

of «an effusion of extreme slowness that would suggest time and matter, dust
and flesh, and perhaps even the underside of skin and organs. All the textures-
sources seem to meet there». [e goes on to write; «in the forms that are born,
randomly from gesture and matter, we never see definitive shapes, but rather
bewitchments, slow pre-organic impulses, and the strange appearance of
organs. And finally, floating like a dream, a subterranean eroticism, always
unfulfilled, and therefore always active”.

While this artist’s creative freedom seems infinite, the fact remains that, faced
with these tondos with their rich connotations, the pictorial challenge remains
considerable, for it imposes on the painter a double movement of adherence to,

but above all the transcending of, this symbolic universe.

Sitor Senghor

Directeur



© Dan Barichasse. Tondo (2023), painting on paper mounted on honeycomb cardboard , dia. 122 ¢m



© Dan Barichasse. Double tondo (2013), painting on glossy paper, 45 < 30 cm



The death of carth begets water,
the death of water begets air
and the death of air begets fire,
and vice versa.

Héraclite, Fragments LXXVI
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Biography

¢ Francois Goudier | courtesy Dan Barichasse

Dan Barichasse was born in Casablanca, Morocco, in 1949. He lives and works in
Paris. e began painting in 1976.

Initially with minimal, formal expression, his painting has evolved to evoke mineral,
vegetable, animal and human elements

Following the acquisition of a minimalist work by the Fonds National d’Art
Contemporain in 1981, the artist was included in the 1982 exhibition organized by
the Musée d'Art Moderne’s ARC Travaux sur Papier, alongside such artists as Jean
Degottex and Martin Barré. In 1989, Dan Barichasse was sclected to exhibit at the
Ecole des Beaux-arts de Paris in the competition Le Paysage dans 'Art Contemporain,
alongside Zao Wou Ki, Olivier Debré, Jenkins among others..

Inrecent years, his works have been characterized by the use of a very singular
technique of an extreme fluidity. These pieces have been shown in France and abroad,
notably in Belgium, Spain, Isracl and Quebec, in some thirty one-man shows and
numerous group exhibitions.

Dan Barichasse’s work also features in the collections of the Fonds National d’Art
Contemporain of the city of Paris, the Musée d’Art et d'Histoire du Judaisme and the
Institut du Monde Arabe.

The artist has also collaborated on various cultural and artistic events: working with
historians on the theme of memory, with psychoanalysts on questions of origin, and
with poets toillustrate various publications.

He has taken part in initiatives to raise awareness of art among a variety of audiences,

including schoolchildren, young people in difficulty and mentally disabled adults...
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© Dan Barichasse. Tondos (2023), paintings on paper mounted on honeycomb cardboard, dia. 122 cm

© Dan Barichasse. Doubles tondos (2013), paintings on glossy paper, 45 < 30 cm



